Mast cells and their degranulation in the Tsk mouse model of scleroderma.
The Tsk mouse is a genetically transmitted example of cutaneous fibrosis which has been compared with human scleroderma. During a systematic histopathological study of the Tsk mouse, both an increased number and an increased proportion of degranulated mast cells were observed. The consistent association of mast cells and fibrosis in scleroderma, graft-vs-host reactions (GVHR), and now the Tsk mouse raises the question of a pathogenetic role for mast cells in fibrotic disorders in general.